
World History and Geography to 1500 

This is a survey of world history to 1500 with a concentration on developing historical thinking skills and geographical 
analysis. Course topics include: early development of humankind from the Paleolithic Era to the agricultural revolution, 
ancient river valley civilizations, early civilizations in Persia, India, and China, influence of Greece and Rome in the 
development of Western civilization, the Byzantine Empire and Russia, early Islamic civilization, Western Europe in the 
Middle Ages, Empires of the Eastern Hemisphere, major civilizations of the Western Hemisphere (Mayan, Aztec, Incan), 
late medieval developments, and the Renaissance in Europe. This course has an associated Standards of Learning (SOL) 
test. Students will participate in these tests only when they have not yet earned sufficient credit for graduation and/or 
satisfied federal testing requirements. 
Credits  1 
Grades 
9 
Course Designation 
Virtual Prince William (VPW) 
Schools 
Battlefield High School 
Brentsville District High School 
Colgan High School 
Forest Park High School 
Freedom High School 
Gainesville High School 
Gar-Field High School 
Hylton High School 
Osbourn Park High School 
Patriot High School 
Potomac High School 
Unity Reed High School 
Woodbridge High School 
Prerequisites 
None 
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