
International Baccalaureate 

Degree Type 
Specialty Programs 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Specialty Program 

The IB continuum of international education is unique because of its academically challenging and balanced approaches 
to teaching and learning. We challenge students to excel in their studies and in their personal growth. We aim to inspire 
a quest for learning throughout life that is marked by enthusiasm and empathy. 

The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students with character: students who respond to challenges with 
optimism and an open mind; students who are confident in their own identities; students who make ethical decisions; 
students who join with others in celebrating our common humanity; students who are prepared to apply what they 
learn in the real world, complex and unpredictable situations. 

The IB Diploma is internationally recognized as representing one of the highest standards in university preparation. IB 
Diploma recipients report that their involvement with the IB has given them the tools needed to succeed at college. 
Students comment on their sense of preparedness, self-confidence, research skills, and ability to manage their time. 
Even more important, they have developed a sense of the world around them and their responsibility to it. 

The IB offers high-quality programs of international education that share a powerful vision. Informed by the values 
described in the learner profile for an IB education: 

• Centers on learners - The IB's student-centered programs promote healthy relationships, ethical responsibility, 
and personal challenges. 

• Develops effective approaches to teaching and learning - IB programs help students develop the attitudes and 
skills they need for academic and personal success. 

• Works within global contexts - IB programs increase understanding of languages and cultures and explore 
globally significant ideas and issues. 

• Explores significant content - IB programs offer a curriculum that is broad and balanced, conceptual and 
connected. 

IB learners strive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-
takers, balanced, and reflective. These attributes of internationally-minded people represent a broad range of human 
capacities and responsibilities that go beyond intellectual development and academic success. 

The IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) (9th and 10th grade) 

The IB MYP provides a framework of academic challenge, in which 9th and 10th grade students embrace and 
understand the connections between traditional subjects and the real world and become critical thinkers. The IB high 
schools offer students a five-year IB MYP that began in middle school or a two-year program in grades 9 and 10. Both of 
these options require service learning and successful completion of a personal project, which is a long-range project 
focused on a topic chosen by the student. 

Advanced Middle Years Programme (Adv MYP) courses are offered within the MYP as part of the advanced course 
sequence to prepare students with a strong foundation of knowledge and skills to complete the academic requirements 
of the IB Diploma Programme or IB Career-related Programme. Similar to the IB Diploma Programme, students can 
elect to take selected Adv MYP classes in their areas and strength and interest to prepare them for specific IB DP 
courses in grades 11 and 12. 

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) (11th and 12th grade) 

The IB DP is a rigorous pre-university course of studies which leads to examinations, that meets the needs of highly 
motivated high school students. While the strength of the programme is in the pursuit of the full IB Diploma, students 
may take IB DP courses in their areas of strength and interest. 
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The IB DP prepares students for effective participation in a rapidly evolving and increasingly global society. Students 
develop physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically; acquire breadth and depth of knowledge and 
understanding, studying courses from six subject groups that help develop the skills and a positive attitude toward 
learning that will prepare them for higher study. This study includes at least two languages and increases understanding 
of cultures, including their own. The subjects make connections across traditional academic disciplines and explore the 
nature of knowledge through the program's unique Theory of Knowledge course. Diploma candidates undertake in-
depth research into an area of interest through the lens of one or more academic disciplines in the extended essay and 
enhance their personal and interpersonal development through creativity, activity and service (CAS). 

The IB assesses student work as direct evidence of achievement against the stated goals of the course. 

The IB DP provides students with: 

• A broad and balanced, yet academically demanding, program of study; 
• The development of critical thinking and reflective skills; 
• The development of research skills; 
• The development of independent learning skills; 
• The development of intercultural understanding; and 
• A globally recognized university entrance qualification. 

The IB Career-Related Certificate (CP) (11th and 12th grade) 

The IB CP is an innovative framework for students in grade 11 and 12 incorporating the vision and educational 
principles of the IB into a unique program specifically tailored for students who wish to engage in career-related 
learning. The aim of the IB CP is to provide students with both an academic and practical foundation to support both 
their further studies and specialized training, thereby ensuring their success in the workforce. 

It combines highly regarded and internationally recognized IB DP courses with an approved career-related study and a 
unique IB CP core. The IB CP provides a comprehensive link between the academic challenge of the Diploma 
Programme and the international-mindedness of the IB classroom into a tailored, career-focused pathway. 

The IB CP framework is built around three interconnected elements: 

• At least two IB DP courses; 
• An IB CP core that includes personal and professional skills, service learning, language development and a 

reflective project; and 
• An approved career-related study. 

Students and parents who desire more information about the IB Programmes are encouraged to address questions to 
the IB Coordinators at either school. 

Program Type 
Transfer 
Schools 
Gar-Field High School, 
Unity Reed High School 
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IB Program Sequencing 

Grade IB Student IB Scholar  

Overview 
Examination in at least one IB DP course over the two years   
                                                      

The IB Scholar is a local PWCS distinction; colleges and universities will see these 
students as “IB Course” students. 

Examination in at least four IB DP courses during grades 11 and 12, 
including IB Theory of Knowledge 

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) requirements 

9 MYP course(s) of your choosing MYP course(s) of your choosing 

10 MYP course(s) of your choosing MYP course(s) of your choosing 

11 
and 
12 

IB DP course(s) of your choosing 
At least 4 IB DP course(s) of your choosing 
and 
IB Theory of Knowledge 

Grade IB Career-Related Program Pathway IB Diploma Pathway 

Overview 

Approved Career Pathway (two related CTE courses) during 
grades 11 and 12 

Examination in at least two IB DP courses; one course must 
span two years (grades 11-12) 

Completion of the IB CP Core: 

• Language development portfolio 
• Service learning portfolio 
• IB Personal and Professional Skills 
• Reflective Project 

Examination in at least one course from each of the six groups (three must be 
HL courses and three must be SL courses) 

Completion of the IB DP Core: 

• IB Theory of Knowledge 
• Extended Essay 
• Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) requirements 

9 MYP course(s) of your choosing MYP course(s) of your choosing 

10 MYP course(s) of your choosing MYP course(s) of your choosing 

11 
and 
12 

At least 2 IB DP course(s) of your choosing 
and 
2 related CTE courses 
and 
IB Personal and Professional Skills 

6 IB DP course(s) of your choosing (one from each group) 
and 
IB Theory of Knowledge 

Available Courses 

(* =  2 year courses, + = 1 year courses) 

Group 1 Group 2 

IB English (SL/HL)* 
IB Theory of Knowledge 
IB Personal and Professional Skills 

IB French (SL)+ 

IB French (HL)* 

IB Spanish (SL)+ 

IB Spanish (HL)* 

IB Social and Cultural Anthropology (SL)+ 

IB Economics (SL)+ 

IB Geography (SL)+ 

IB History (HL)* 
IB Psychology (SL)* 

IB Biology (HL)* 
IB Chemistry (SL)* 

IB Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)+ 

IB Physics (SL)* 

IB Math: Analysis and Approaches (SL/HL)* 

IB Math: Applications and Interpretations (SL)+ 

IB Visual Arts (HL)* 

IB Visual Arts (SL)+ 

or a second course from Group 2, 3, or 4 

3 PWCS Course Catalog

https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1066
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1066
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1073
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1066
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1073
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1066
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-english
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1066
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1073
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-world-language
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-world-language
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-world-language
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-world-language
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-world-language
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-world-language
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1236
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1236
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1236
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1236
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1230
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1230
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-social-studies
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1238
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-science
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-science
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1188
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1188
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1194
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/courses
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1150
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/1150
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/ib-programme-visual-arts
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/977
https://catalog.pwcs.edu/node/977


IB Environmental Engineering Program Sequencing 

Certificate Pathway 

Grade 9 

Title Credits 
Biology 1 1 
Introduction to Engineering Design (PLTW) 1 

Grade 10 

Title Credits 
Chemistry 1 1 
Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW) 1 

Grade 11 

Title Credits 
IB Chemistry 2 (SL) 1 
IB Biology 1 (HL) 1 
Environmental Sustainability (PLTW) 1 

Grade 12 

Title Credits 
IB Environmental Systems and Societies (SL) 1 
Engineering Design & Development (PLTW) or Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 1 
IB Personal and Professional Skills 1 

IB CP Pathway 

Grade 9 

Title Credits 
Advanced Middle Years Programme Biology 1 1 
Introduction to Engineering Design (PLTW) 1 

Grade 10 

Title Credits 
IB Chemistry 1 (SL) 1 
Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW) 1 

Grade 11 

Title Credits 
Sustainability and Renewable Technologies 1 
Environmental Sustainability (PLTW) 1 

4 PWCS Course Catalog



Grade 12 

Title Credits 
IB Environmental Systems and Societies (SL) 1 
Engineering Design & Development (PLTW) or Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 1 
IB Personal and Professional Skills 1 

Related IB Courses 

IB CP Candidates must take at least one during 11th and 12th grade 

IB Biology (HL) 
IB Chemistry (SL) 
IB Economics (SL) 
IB English (SL/HL) 
IB Environmental Systems and Societies (SL) 
IB French (SL/HL) 
IB Geography (SL) 
IB Global Politics (SL) 
IB History (HL) 

IB Math: Analysis and Approaches (SL/HL) 
IB Math: Applications and Interpretations (SL) 
IB Physics (SL) 
IB Psychology (SL) 
IB Social and Cultural Anthropology (SL) 
IB Spanish (SL/HL) 
IB Visual Arts (HL) 
IB Visual Arts (SL) 

Note: Course availability and requirements may differ slightly between schools. Students should talk to their school counselor or 
Specialty Program Coordinator with questions. 

Total Credits 9 
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